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Original Charter Date May 10, 1970
MEETING TIME & PLACE
Meetings are always held on the second Wednesday of each month. The next regularly scheduled meeting
would be held on December 13th, 2017 at 1900 (7:00 P.M.) at the American Legion Post 64, 1109 American
Legion Road, Salisbury, MD 21801.
Please make every effort to attend.
Upcoming Holiday’s & Events
December 7

December 21

December 25

December 31

2018 MCL Midwinter Staff Conference will be March 1-3, 2018 at the Fredericksburg Hospitality House and
Conference Center, 2801 Plank Rd, Fredericksburg, VA 22401. Group code: MCLMDWINTER18 Phone:
(540) 786-8321 Room rate includes up to 4 breakfast vouchers per occupancy. TBA per night + prevailing tax
(currently 11.3%) Please make your room reservation direct to the hotel no later than TBA at 540-786-8321.

Department of Maryland Convention
May 10-11 & 12, 2018
Princess Royale Oceanfront Hotel & Conference Center
9100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842-2745
More info will be made available ASAP.
2018 MCL National Convention will be held August 12th through the 18th, 2018 at the Buffalo Hyatt, Two
Fountains Plaza, Buffalo, NY 14202. Phone: (716) 856-1234. Reservations open 0801 20 August 2017. Room
price $113 for one and $130 for 2 people plus room tax.. Free parking, breakfast and wifi. More info will be
made available ASAP.

"Sick or in Distress"
MCL Members and/or family members Rhuel GOSLEE, Missy HYSON, Fran HEARTHWAY, Ed
ELDER, Gloria HOWARD, Walt and Jeanne COHEE are having or have recently had various
health problems. Please keep these folks and their families in your thoughts and prayers.

"Membership Happenings"
(Please advise the Editor of any errors or omissions)

DECEMBER “HAPPY BIRTHDAYS”

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

7th Jeff MERRITT
18th Jim SIEGEL
18th Rodger MARTINSON
19th Gloria HOWARD
24th Paul WARD

None

DECEMBER MCL ANNIVERSARIES

WELCOME ABOARD

Don ELSEROAD (23 yrs)
Wayne LAWSON (15 yrs)
Richard CARRILLO (14 yrs)
George MURRAY, Jr. (9 yrs)
Dena HOLLOWAY (5 yrs)
Lee HOLLOWAY (5 yrs)

Norris BARNES (Delmar, MD)

MEMBERSHIP'S RENEWED

None reported to your editor
DON’T LET YOUR MEMBERSHIP LAPSE
Check the expiration date on your membership card and if it reads November 1, 2017 or earlier
you are due to renew.
Please send check made payable to “MCL Det 115” to our paymaster.
Andy Bouma, Paymaster
32175 Bonhill Dr
Salisbury, MD 21804-1464
410-341-4616

aboumajr@gmail.com

242nd USMC Birthday Message from Commandant Robert Neller
10 NOVEMBER 2017
A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

Seventy-Five years ago today, after months of fighting at Henderson Field and along Edson’s Ridge, Marines
on Guadalcanal spent the night of 10 November 1942 planning and preparing. Although the Battle of
Guadalcanal would continue for three more months, the plans laid on our Corps’ most sacred day became
integral to the amphibious campaigns that followed. Success at Guadalcanal proved to be the turning point
that ultimately paved the way for Allied victory in the Pacific. Those warriors defended their positions in
brutal conditions against a formidable enemy – and triumphed. Through every major conflict our Nation has
seen since the Revolution, Marines performed their duty with utmost courage, devotion, and raw
determination. Their valiant deeds in the face of overwhelming challenges give us confidence and inspire us to
meet the trials of today. As we pause to celebrate the birth of our Corps this year, we honor the legacy that
was passed down to us and we recommit ourselves to carrying those traditions into the future.
This November 10th marks 242 years of warfighting excellence. At places like Trenton, Tripoli, Chapultepec,
Belleau Wood, Guadalcanal, Chosin, Khe Sahn, Fallujah, Sangin, and so many others, Marines have fought
with an inner spirit – a spirit that bonds us, binds us together as a cohesive team. It’s that intangible spirit
that has formed the foundation of our warfighting reputation for the past 242 years. Now it’s our
responsibility to ensure we honor and carry on that legacy. The American people expect a Corps of men and
women who are committed, selfless, willing to sacrifice, who epitomize honor, courage, commitment, virtue,
and character. We owe our Nation and our predecessors no less.
Today, as we celebrate our 242nd birthday, we must remember who we are, where we came from, and why
we’re here. We must remember the past, honor those who are no longer with us, focus on today’s battles, and
get ready for tomorrow. We can and will prevail as we always have, in any clime and place. But we must
prevail together, united by the unyielding spirit in each of us that makes our Corps unique – that willingness
to put our Corps and fellow Marines ahead of ourselves. Victory in battle comes through the integrated
efforts of many – teamwork. We value the sacrifices and contributions of every Marine and Sailor, as well as
our family members without whose support we would not be able to accomplish our mission. And we remain
committed to being our Nation’s Expeditionary Force in Readiness that sets the standard for honor,
discipline, and courage. I am proud of each and every one of you. Happy Birthday, Marines!
Semper Fidelis,

Robert B. Neller
General, U.S. Marine Corps
Commandant of the Marine Corps
How Marines are harnessing freeze-dried plasma to save lives
Starting the first week of October 2017, all U.S. Navy corpsmen serving with the Marine Corps Forces
Special Operations Command (MARSOC) overseas will be equipped with freeze-dried blood plasma. The
decision to have all units carry the lifesaving blood product comes after it was used earlier this year to save
the life of a wounded military member from an allied nation.
But the freeze-dried plasma (FDP) used in that rescue was provided to the Marines by an allied country, as
will all the FDP the Marines will be carrying in the foreseeable future. That’s because, even though America’s
European allies have been using FDP in the field for more than 20 years, its manufacture in the United States
still hasn’t been approved by the Food and Drug Administration.
Plasma — a mixture of water, sugar, fat, protein, salts and blood components including red blood cells, white
blood cells and platelets — contains proteins that help to deliver nutrients and even medicines while
preventing blood vessels from collapsing and clogging. It also contains clotting factors that stop bleeding,

“making it an important blood product to have on the battlefield,” according to the Armed Services Blood
Programs.
Freeze-dried plasma, like other freeze-dried products, is lightweight and requires no refrigeration. Just add
water and mix.
“It is stable in the field, unlike whole blood or if we were to do fresh plasma or frozen plasma, so our guys can
carry it with them in their resuscitative packs,” said MARSOCC force surgeon U.S. Navy Capt. Necia
Williams, in a statement.
And unlike much heavier fresh frozen plasma, which is stored at about 4 degrees below zero Fahrenheit and
requires a 45-minute thawing process, FDP reconstitutes in roughly six minutes. Patients’ vital signs begin to
improve minutes later, and the time saved gives the military more time to transfer wounded patients to a
hospital where they can receive full medical care, said U.S. Navy Lt. Aaron Conway, a Marine Raider
Regiment surgeon, in a statement obtained by the U.S. Naval Institute.
“They can quickly reconstitute it, infuse it to somebody and it buys time that is so critical,” said Williams.
The process for making FDP has been around since World War II, when it involved pooling plasma from up
to 1,000 donors, which increased the risk of spreading blood-borne infections like Hepatitis B.
But donors undergo more rigorous testing for diseases than they did 75 years ago, and FDP is widely used by
many American allies. In 2010, Adm. William McRaven, then commander of Special Operations Command,
learned that Allied forces were successfully using FDP in Afghanistan and Iraq, and he sought to make it
available to U.S. forces. A special arrangement was made to allow deployed forces to use French-made FDP
while the military worked with U.S. pharmaceutical firms to create an FDA approved product.
The use of FDP has been allowed within U.S. Special Operations Command, with MARSOC the second
service component within U.S. Special Operations Command to receive approval for its use.
Freeze-dried plasma now is expected to receive FDA approval by 2020. In the meantime, American troops
will continue to rely on their European allies for their supplies.

RAO Bulletins
Each month your editor attempted to review all RAO Bulletins and put articles deemed important to veterans
into our newsletters.
However, what may be important to me may not be important to you and I may very possibly overlook
something you as a veteran might like to know about, so I am providing a link below that will take you to the
current bulletin so that you might look it over. The below bulletin is dated November 1st, 2017 and must be
viewed before November 15th, 2017 when it will go off-line.
http://www.nhc-ul.org/Bulletin%20171101%20(PDF%20Edition).pdf
EVERY DAY PRAYER REQUEST
"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. Amen."

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands,
One Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

From your editor
If you are receiving this newsletter via “Snail Mail” and have email capability, please email me at
53usmc73@bvunet.net so that I can add you to my address book and cut down on the postage.
Any comments or suggestion on what should be in our newsletter! Articles/information you need! Let me
know! The newsletter will go to press on or about the weekend following each meeting.
Don Elseroad, Editor
LINKS TO CHECK
Many of you if not all skip over these links. If you do you are missing out on some good stuff.
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/veteransmonthcalendar.asp#nov1
https://www.facebook.com/raiderfit/videos/1699621613390306/

-- Once a Marine, Always a Marine –
OOORAHHH !!!!!

