"The Scuttlebutt"
http://www.mcltraecoheedet115.org/

February 2015 Edition
Don Elseroad, Editor
355 Beaverview Drive
Bristol, VA 24201-1880
276-645-0482
53usmc73@bvunet.net

______
SSgt Walter F. "Trae" Cohee III
Detachment # 115
Salisbury, MD

DETACHMENT OFFICERS
2014 - 2015

Commandant: Ed Elder
Senior Vice Commandant: Jim Siegel
Judge Advocate: Ed Hearthway
Paymaster: Andy Bouma
Sgt-At-Arms: Walt Cohee

Junior Vice Commandant: Bob Miller
Junior Past Commandant: Bill Marsich
Adjutant: Richard Hyson
Chaplain: Rhuel Goslee
Web Sergeant: Don Elseroad

Original Charter Date May 10, 1970
MEETING TIME & PLACE
Meetings are always held on the second Wednesday of each month. The next regularly scheduled meeting
would be held on March 11th, 2015 at 1900 (7:00 P.M.) at the American Legion Post 64, 1109 American
Legion Road, Salisbury, MD 21801.
Please make every effort to attend.
Upcoming Holiday’s & Events
March 8
March 17
March 20

May 14 thru 16, 2015: Department of Maryland Convention will be held at the Princess Royale Oceanfront
Hotel & Conference Center 9100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842-2745. Reservations can be made
by calling 1-800-4-ROYALE or 1-410-524-7777. Complete information may be viewed on the following link.
http://deptofmdmcl.org/Conventions/2015_Convention_Packet_MCL_Dept_of_Md.pdf For hotel
information click here. http://princessroyale.com/
2015 Mideast Division Conference will be hosted by the Department of Virginia on 26-28 June 2015 at the
Hospitality House Hotel and Conference Center, 2801 Plank Rd, Fredericksburg, VA 22401 Phone: (540)
786-8321 or (800) 682-1049. Room rate is $89.00 per night plus tax and your host detachment will be the Jack
Maas Detachment. Information on the hotel can be viewed on the following link:
http://www.fredericksburghospitalityhouse.com/

2015 MCL National Convention will be held August 9th through the 15th, 2015 at the Scottsdale Plaza
Resort, 7200 N. Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale, Arizona 85253. Room rate is 94 dollars plus room tax. Phone 480948-5000. More information on the Scottsdale Plaza Resort is available on the following link:
http://www.scottsdaleplaza.com/ As of 10/19/2014, the Scottsdale Plaza Resort is completely sold
out. Overflow hotel information can be viewed on the following link:
http://www.mcleague.com/mdp/pdf/2015_Convention-Additional_Accommodations.pdf
Additional information on the Convention will be posted as it becomes available.

"Sick or in Distress"
MCL Members Don ELSEROAD, Ed ELDER, Walt COHEE, Jimmy Lee & Gloria HOWARD, and Tom
CORCORAN are having or have recently had various health problems. Please keep these folks and their
families in your thoughts and prayers.

"Membership Happenings"
(Please advise the Editor of any errors or omissions)

MARCH “HAPPY BIRTHDAYS”

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

14th Paul TOMKO
23rd Barb EBAUGH
31st Diana MERRITT

24th Renee & 'Josh" KELLEY (8 yrs)

MARCH MCL ANNIVERSARIES

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE IN MARCH

Warner SUMPTER (15 yrs)
Carl EBAUGH (12 yrs)
Richard HYSON (6 yrs)
Jeff MERRITT (5 yr)
John ROBINSON (5 yrs)
WELCOME ABOARD
None reported to your editor

Carl EBAUGH
Jeff MERRITT
John ROBINSON

MEMBERSHIP'S RENEWED
Ralph CAPEN
Rhuel GOSLEE
William HOBBS
Dena HOLLOWAY
Lee HOLLOWAY
Diana MERRITT
David MILLS

DON’T LET YOUR MEMBERSHIP LAPSE
Please send your $24.00 checks made payable to “MCL Det 115” to our paymaster.
Andy Bouma, Paymaster
32175 Bonhill Dr
Salisbury, MD 21804-1464

DON'T DELAY...JOIN TODAY
THEN CONSIDER GOING 'LIFE'
NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT

A TEXAS GOODBYE
We all probably remember Chris Kyle the greatest sniper of all times and how he was murdered.
This is a story about his funeral but it ends up being more than a funeral.
Chris Kyle was Derek's teammate through 10 years of training and battle. They both suffer/suffered from
PTSD to some extent and took great care of each other because of it.
2006 in Ramadi was horrible for young men that never had any more aggressive physical contact with
another human than on a Texas football field.

They lost many friends. Chris became the armed services number #1 sniper of all time. Not something he
was happy about, other than the fact that in so doing, he saved a lot of American lives.
Three years ago, his wife Taya asked him to leave the SEAL teams as he had a huge bounty on his head by Al
Qaeda. He did and wrote the book "The American Sniper." 100% of the proceeds from the book went to
two of the SEAL families who had lost their sons in Iraq.
That was the kind of guy Chris was. He formed a company in Dallas to train military, police and I think
firemen as far as protecting themselves in difficult situations. He also formed a foundation to work with
military people suffering from PTSD. Chris was a giver not a taker.
He, along with a friend and neighbor, Chad Littlefield, were murdered trying to help a young man that had
served six months in Iraq and claimed to have PTSD.
Now I need to tell you about all of the blessings.
Southwest Airlines flew in any SEAL and their family from any airport they flew into free of charge.
The employees donated buddy passes and one lady worked for four days without much of a break to see that
it happened.
Volunteers were at both airports in Dallas to drive them to the hotel.
The Marriott Hotel reduced their rates to $45 a night and cleared the hotel for only SEALs and family.
The Midlothian, TX Police Department paid the $45 a night for each room. I would guess there were about
200 people staying at the hotel, 100 of them were SEALs. Two large buses were chartered (an unknown
donor paid the bill) to transport people to the different events and they also had a few rental cars
(donated). The police and secret service were on duty 24 hours during the stay at our hotel.
At the Kyle house, the Texas DPS parked a large motor home in front to block the view from reporters. It
remained there the entire five days for the SEALs to congregate in and all to use the restroom so as not to
have to go in the house. Taya, their two small children and both sets of parents were staying in the home.
Only a hand full of SEALs went into the home as they had different duties and meetings were held sometimes
on an hourly basis. It was a huge coordination of many different events and security. Derek was assigned to
be a Pall Bearer, to escort Chris' body when it was transferred from the Midlothian Funeral Home to the
Arlington Funeral Home, and to be with Taya. A tough job.
Taya seldom came out of her bedroom. The house was full with people from the church and other family
members that would come each day to help. I spent one morning in a bedroom with Chris' mom and the next
morning with Chad Littlefield's parents (the other man murdered with Chris). A tough job.
George W Bush and his wife Laura met and talked to everyone on the Seal Team one on one. They went
behind closed doors with Taya for quite a while. They had prayer with us all. You can tell when people were
sincere and caring
Nolan Ryan sent his cooking team, a huge grill and lots of steaks, chicken and hamburgers. They set up in the
front yard and fed people all day long including the 200 SEALs and their families. The next day a local BBQ
restaurant set up a buffet in front of the house and fed all once again. Food was plentiful and all were taken
care of. The family's church kept those inside the house well fed.
Jerry Jones, the man everyone loves to hate, was a rock star. He made sure that we all were taken care
of. His wife and he were just making sure everyone was taken care of....Class... He donated the use of
Cowboy Stadium for the services as it was determined that so many wanted to attend. The charter buses
transported us to the stadium on Monday at 10:30 am. Every car, bus, motorcycle was searched with bomb
dogs and police. I am not sure if kooks were making threats trying to make a name for themselves or if so
many SEALs in one place was a security risk, I don't know. We willingly obliged. No purses went into the
stadium!

We were taken to The Legends room high up and a large buffet was available. That was for about 300
people. We were growing.
A Medal of Honor recipient was there, lots of secret service and police and Sarah Palin and her husband. She
looked nice; this was a very formal military service.
The service started at 1:00 pm and when we were escorted onto the field I was shocked. We heard that about
10,000 people had come to attend also. They were seated in the stadium seats behind us. It was a beautiful
and emotional service.
The Bagpipe and drum corps were wonderful and the Texas A&M men's choir stood through the entire
service and sang right at the end. We were all in tears.
The next day was the 200-mile procession from Midlothian, TX to Austin for burial. It was a cold, drizzly,
windy day, but the people were out. We had dozens of police motorcycles riders, freedom riders, five
chartered buses and lots of cars. You had to have a pass to be in the procession and still it was huge. Two
helicopters circled the procession with snipers sitting out the side door for protection. It was the longest
funeral procession ever in the state of Texas. People were everywhere. The entire route was shut down ahead
of us; the people were lined up on the side of the road the entire way. Firemen were down on one knee, police
officers were holding their hats over their hearts, children waving flags, veterans saluting as we went
by. Every bridge had fire trucks with large flags displayed from their tall ladders, people all along the entire
200 miles were standing in the cold weather. It was so heartwarming.
Taya rode in the hearse with Chris' body so Derek rode the route with us. I was so grateful to have that time
with him.
The service was at Texas National Cemetery. Very few are buried there and you have to apply to get in. It is
like people from the Civil War, Medal of Honor winners, a few from the Alamo and all the historical people
of Texas. It was a nice service and the Freedom Riders surrounded the outside of the entire cemetery to keep
the crazy church people from Kansas that protest at military funerals away from us.
Each SEAL put his Trident (metal SEAL badge) on the top of Chris' casket, one at a time. A lot hit it in with
one blow. Derek was the only one to take four taps to put his in and it was almost like he was caressing it as
he did it. Another tearful moment.
After the service Governor Rick Perry and his wife, Anita, invited us to the governor's mansion. She stood at
the door, greeted each of us individually, and gave each of the SEALs a coin of Texas. She was a sincere,
compassionate, and gracious hostess.
We were able to tour the ground floor and then went into the garden for beverages and BBQ. So many of the
Seal team guys said that after they get out they are moving to Texas. They remarked that they had never felt
so much love and hospitality. The charter buses then took the guys to the airport to catch their
returning flights. Derek just now called and after a 20 hours flight he is back in his spot, in a dangerous land
on the other side of the world, protecting America
We just wanted to share with you, the events of a quite emotional, but blessed week.
Punch-line:
To this day, no one in the White House has ever acknowledged Chris Kyle.
However, the President can call some sport person and congratulate him on announcing to the world that he
is gay??? What the hell is happening to our society, our honor and our pride?? This President is a(you can
add the rest)
"IN GOD WE TRUST"

The Fun and Honor Society of the Marine Corps League
The Winter 2014 issue of the Woof-O-Gram can now be viewed on the following link. Woof Woof PDD 02281 Don Elseroad http://www.moddkennel.org/Portals/4/WOGs/WinterWOG2014.pdf

RAO Bulletins
Each month your editor attempted to review all RAO Bulletins and put articles deemed important to veterans
into our newsletters.
However, what may be important to me may not be important to you and I may very possibly overlook
something you as a veteran might like to know about, so I am providing a link below that will take you to the
current bulletin so that you might look it over. The below bulletin is dated February 14th, 2015 and needs to
view before March 1st or the link will no longer work.
http://www.nhc-ul.com/Bulletin%20150214%20PDF%20Edition.pdf
EVERY DAY PRAYER REQUEST
Life in Afghanistan is very difficult to bear right now. Our troops need our prayers for strength, endurance
and safety. Stop for a moment each and every day and say a prayer for our troops around the world.
"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. Amen."

The following Marines and/or Corpsman paid the ultimate sacrifice for God, Country and Corps since the
last Newsletter
NONE
If You Are Not Willing To Stand Behind Our Troops,
Please, Please Feel Free To Stand In Front Of Them!

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands,
One Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
From your editor
If you are receiving this newsletter via “Snail Mail” and have email capability, please email me at

53usmc73@bvunet.net so that I can add you to my address book and cut down on the postage.
Any comments or suggestion on what should be in our newsletter! Articles/information you need! Let me
know! The newsletter will go to press on or about the weekend following each meeting.
Don Elseroad, Editor
LINKS TO CHECK
Many of you if not all skip over these links. If you do you are missing out on some good stuff.
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ehwvZXVKmPU
3 Marines help woman confronted by robbers | Fox News Video
https://www.youtube.com/v/ervaMPt4Ha0%26autoplay=1

-- Once a Marine, Always a Marine –

