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MEETING TIME & PLACE
Meetings are always held on the second Wednesday of each month. The next regularly scheduled meeting
would be held on January 13th, 2016 at 1900 (7:00 P.M.) at the American Legion Post 64, 1109 American
Legion Road, Salisbury, MD 21801.
Please make every effort to attend.
Upcoming Holiday’s & Events

January 1

January 18

MID-WINTER NATIONAL CONFERENCE
MARCH 3 – 5, 2016
MARRIOTT FAIRVIEW PARK
3111 Fairview Park Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042
Phone: (703) 849-9400 $103.00 per night
Registration information
ALL DEADLINES ARE 8 FEBRUARY 2016
Department of Maryland Convention
April 28, 29 & 30, 2016

Princess Royale Oceanfront Hotel & Conference Center
9100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842-2745
Reservations can be made by calling 1-800-4-ROYALE or 1-410-524-7777
For hotel information click here: http://princessroyale.com/
More info will be posted as it becomes available

93rd Annual National Convention – Tulsa, OK
August 7 through 12, 2016
Hyatt Regency Tulsa, 100 East 2nd Street, Tulsa, OK (918) 234-1234
Online reservations: https://aws.passkey.com/event/14080583/owner/55460/home
More information coming soon!

Overflow Hotel
8 - 12 August 2016
Courtyard by Marriott - Tulsa Downtown
415 South Boston Avenue, Tulsa, OK
(800) 721-7033 or (918) 508-7400
Online reservations
Rate $107.00 per night (plus tax)
Standard King or Double Queen
includes valet parking and breakfast
Group code is MCL

"Sick or in Distress"
MCL Members Don ELSEROAD, Gloria HOWARD, Jeanne COHEE and Tom CORCORAN are having or
have recently had various health problems. Ed HEARTHWAY’s mom Mildred passed away on November
21st and Marine Jimmie Lee HOWARD answered the “Final Roll Call” on December 5 th. Please keep these
folks and their families in your thoughts and prayers.

"Membership Happenings"
(Please advise the Editor of any errors or omissions)

JANUARY “HAPPY BIRTHDAYS”

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

5th Ralph CAPEN
7th John ROBINSON
9th Missy HYSON
9th Barbara MURRAY
9th William WHEATLEY
18th David CHERRY
24th Tara PARSONS
28th Sally HERLING
28th Tom CORCORAN

None

JANUARY MCL ANNIVERSARIES
Terry HERLING (4 yrs)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE IN
JANUARY

WELCOME ABOARD
None reported to your editor

Terry HERLING
MEMBERSHIP'S RENEWED
None reported to your editor

DON’T LET YOUR MEMBERSHIP LAPSE
Please send your $24.00 checks made payable to “MCL Det 115” to our paymaster.
Andy Bouma, Paymaster
32175 Bonhill Dr
Salisbury, MD 21804-1464

DON'T DELAY...JOIN TODAY

THEN CONSIDER GOING 'LIFE'
NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT
In last month’s issue of the “Scuttlebutt” I featured an article on the complete hater’s guide to the U. S.
Marine Corps. If you liked it you will “love” the following. They are the links that will take you to the same
articles for the Army, Navy, Air Force and the Marine Corps should you like to save them and pass them on
to friends who are or were in other branches of the Armed Forces.
Army http://www.wearethemighty.com/articles/haters-guide-us-army
Navy http://www.wearethemighty.com/articles/the-complete-haters-guide-to-the-us-navy
Air Force http://www.wearethemighty.com/articles/us-air-force-haters
Marine Corps http://www.wearethemighty.com/articles/marine-corps-haters

23 Terms Only US Marines Will Understand
by Paul Szoldra - Mar 9, 2015
Marines speak a slightly-different language than the rest of the United States.
While everyone in the Corps speaks and uses English most of the time, there’s another layer of terminology
added on top which is uniquely Marine. If you are around Marines long enough, you’ll hear someone being
called a “boot” or dozens of them screaming out “yut.”
This is what it all means.
“Rah.” or “Rah!” or “Rah?”
Short for “Oohrah,” a Marine greeting or expression of enthusiasm similar to the Army’s “Hooah” or the
Navy’s “Hooyah.” Rah, however, is a bit more versatile. You could be agreeing with someone, by saying
“rah.” You could be excited about going on a mission by exclaiming, “Rah!” Or you could be asking the
platoon if everyone understands, “rah?”
It’s like the Marine version of the mobster’s “fuggaddaboutit.”
“Errrr.”
This is an even more shortened-down version of “rah.” But it’s most often used as a lazy-man’s version of
agreement. Your platoon sergeant may ask if everyone understands the plan of the day, to which everyone
will respond with “Errrr.” Translation: Yeah Gunny, we got it.

“Yut.”
Arguably used more often than “Oohrah” by junior Marines to express enthusiasm. Instead of “oohrah,”
Marines will often just say “yut” when in the presence of motivational speeches and/or talk of blowing things
up.
Semper Gumby
A play on the Marine Corps motto of “Semper Fidelis (Latin for “Always Faithful”), Semper Gumby for
Marines means “Always Flexible.” This phrase is often used when you are told to do one thing, then told a
different thing, then told to just stand by, then told to go back to doing the original thing. “Semper Gumby,
bro.”
Boot
A pejorative term for a new Marine fresh out of boot camp. The term’s origin apparently comes from
Vietnam, as an acronym meaning “beginning of one’s tour.” New Marines joining a unit are usually referred
to as “boots” until they go on a deployment or have at least a year or two in the Corps. Especially among
post-9/11 era infantry Marines however, you are pretty much a “boot” until you’ve been to combat.
Fire watch

This is what Marines call guard duty. While sentries may well have been looking for fires in the past, Marines
pulling fire watch nowadays can be walking around a barracks aimlessly or standing their shift behind the
machine-gun in Afghanistan.
Since this is one of the most important duties of recruits at boot camp, senior Marines will often say boots
only have the “fire watch ribbon,” a pejorative for the National Defense Service Medal that everyone gets.
“SITFU”
Acronym often used in response to someone complaining. “Hey dude, SITFU.” That means suck it the f— up.
You can also just ask if they have a straw. Most Marines will understand the reference.
“Improvise, adapt, and overcome.”
An unofficial motto of Marines that means exactly what you think it means. As the smaller service —
and with much less funding than the Army — Marines have an attitude of doing more with less. “Improvise,
adapt, and overcome” sums it all up.
Grand Old Man of the Marine Corps
The nickname for the fifth Commandant of the Marine Corps, Archibald Henderson, who served in the
Marine Corps for 54 years. But most of the time when this phrase is used, it’s in referring to the oldest guy in
the unit. Common usage: “Hey grand old man, what was it like serving with Jesus?”
“Kill!”
Sure, it can literally mean kill. But in Marine-speak, kill can mean “yes, I understand,” “hell yeah,” or “let’s
do this.” Marines will even say “kill” as a half-joking version of hello. Using this one outside of the Corps can
get plenty of strange looks, so don’t try this one on your local college campus.
BAMCIS
Acronym for the Marine Corps’ six troop-leading steps. It stands for begin the planning, arrange
reconnaissance, make reconnaissance, complete the planning, issue the order, and supervise. But
most Marines just say “BAMCIS” when they successfully complete a task. It’s like when Chef Emeril says
“Bam!” Just add a “cis.”
Skating
The term Marines use for slacking off. Soldiers call this behavior “shamming,” but Marines can “skate” out
of boring tasks by avoiding them somehow, usually by getting a dental appointment. And of course, S-K-A-TE is even an acronym: S: Stay out of trouble / K: Keep a low profile / A: Avoid higher-ups / T: Take your
time / E: Enjoy yourself.
Direct reflection of leadership
This is often used sarcastically to rib a non-commissioned officer when one of his or her Marines gets in
trouble. “So, two guys from your squad got caught drinking in Tijuana then got arrested at the border.
Direct reflection of leadership, right corporal?”
Motarded
What some Marines will call an extremely gung-ho coworker. It’s not a compliment.
Ninja Punch
Non-judicial punishment — also known as the Article 15 — is what Marines can face if they break the rules,
but a commander doesn’t feel it’s bad enough to warrant a court martial. While the military justice system is
the same across branches, the Marines are the only ones who refer to it as an NJP. If you walk out of your
commanding officer’s door going down a rank or losing some pay, you probably got “ninja punched.”
Pvt. or Lance Cpl. Schmuckatelli

The John Doe of the Marine Corps. He’s the screw-up and the guy always getting in trouble. The Marine who
is lost all the time. The anonymous service-member who stands as the example of what not to do. This term
will usually be brought up by a senior leader, like: “Hey gents, you are all doing good things. Be safe out there
this weekend, but don’t let me get a phone call about Pvt. Schmuckatelli getting all drunk out at the club and
getting into trouble, good to go?”
Semper I
Another play on “Semper Fidelis,” which often gets shortened to “Semper Fi.” While the motto means
“Always Faithful” and brings up teamwork and esprit de corps, “Semper I” is used when a Marine goes off
and does their own thing without thinking of others. Sometimes used as “Semper I, f— the other guy.”
Terminal Lance
Lance Corporal, or E-3, is a Marine rank that comes with more responsibility than a private or private first
class, but is not a non-commissioned officer. In order for Marines to pick up the next rank of corporal, they
need to have a high-enough “cutting score” to be promoted. If they get out after their four-year enlistment at
Lance Corporal, they are a “Terminal Lance,” which can be bad or a point of pride, depending on who you
talk to. “Terminal Lance” is also a hugely-popular online comic strip started by Maximilian Uriarte.
Let’s break it down, Barney-style.
Some Marines need some help in understanding how to complete a task. When this happens, a leader may
want to break it down into baby steps and explain it very slowly. You know, just like Barney.
BCG’s
These are what Marines call the glasses you get issued at boot camp, or “boot camp glasses.” Most know them
by their nickname, which is “birth control glasses,” because well, you probably don’t want to hit the club
wearing these things.
The Lance Corporal Underground
The source of most rumors that go around the Corps. Since lance corporals make up a large part of the
Corps, the underground is often responsible for passing word of what’s going on, or completely made-up
falsehoods.
“Good initiative, bad judgment.”
This phrase comes out when a Marine does something for a good reason, but things turn out awful. A great
example would be when your platoon commander says he knows a shortcut through the woods, then he gets
the platoon completely lost. “Good initiative, bad judgment, sir.” Next time, let’s stick to the planned route.
Field Day
Traditionally run on Thursday, the one night of the week Marines usually dread. No, it’s not the field day of
play and sports like back in school. It’s the term used to describe the weekly ritual of cleaning rooms in the
barracks. Field day cleaning involves moving furniture (often completely outside of the room), dusting top-tobottom, vacuuming, scrubbing, and waxing floors.
“Basically Field day is just another tool used by Marine Corps leadership to piss off and demoralize Marines
on a weekly basis,” reads the top definition in Urban Dictionary. If your first sergeant finds a speck of dust
anywhere, you’re screwed.

RAO Bulletins
Each month your editor attempted to review all RAO Bulletins and put articles deemed important to veterans
into our newsletters.
However, what may be important to me may not be important to you and I may very possibly overlook
something you as a veteran might like to know about, so I am providing a link below that will take you to the
current bulletin so that you might look it over. The below bulletin is dated December 1st, 2015 and needs to
view before December 15th or the link will no longer work.

http://www.nhc-ul.com/Bulletin%20151201%20(PDF%20Edition).pdf
EVERY DAY PRAYER REQUEST
"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. Amen."

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands,
One Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
From your editor
If you are receiving this newsletter via “Snail Mail” and have email capability, please email me at
53usmc73@bvunet.net so that I can add you to my address book and cut down on the postage.
Any comments or suggestion on what should be in our newsletter! Articles/information you need! Let me
know! The newsletter will go to press on or about the weekend following each meeting.
Don Elseroad, Editor
LINKS TO CHECK
Many of you if not all skip over these links. If you do you are missing out on some good stuff.
http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=2742
https://www.youtube.com/embed/MjPmmCtHmfE?rel=0

-- Once a Marine, Always a Marine –

